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lVkln, whose gateway Is still
guarded by the royal Hons of the
.Manchus, Oriental statesmen for

several weeks have been engaged In
a diplomatic parley. The principal
figures In the aro Presi-
dent Yaun Shlh-k'a- l, leader of a great
teeming population of 400,000,000
Chinese, and M. Hlokl, Japanese Min-
ister to China, of a
virile race who have taken the Rising
Sun as the symbol of their ambition
nnJ In a few brief decades have forged
from the position of an unknown
feudal people to that of a first class
1'ower. Thus far the two Govern-
ments have reached an agreement on
only a few of the Items contained In
the series of demands which Japan
has presented to China, But the hand
of the Japanese has been clearly
fhoun and the discussion Initiated by
the Japanese at Pekln forbodes as
significant changes In tho political
world as the of tho guns at
the Dardenelles,

For many years the Idea of Asia
for the Asiatic has grown and' spread
In the Far East. It has been manifest
In the reiterated desire of the Filipinos
for freedom from American rule and
for a of their own. It
crops forth In tho strange rumor cur-

rent In the Interior of China that some
day a great deliverer will como out of
the west to sweep tho foreigner Into
the sea.

It Is ever present In the mind of the
Japanese and a part of his dream of
empire. It Is a sort of Monroe Doc-

trine of the Far East that has sud-

denly Into definite form
during the present war, with Japan
as Its sponsor and champion. Count
Okuma. Premier of Japan, who has
Jut been returned to power, has been
Klllng tho voters, "This Is a new era
for Japan." Tho demands which Japan
is pressing upon China aro the

by which Japan is say-

ing to the rest 'of the world, "Hand
off "

Hostilities of the belligerents In the
I'.ir Kast during the past few months
have been eclipsed for the most part
l.v the lighting In Europe. The hope-

less stand of the Isolated German gar-r!o- n

at Tslng-ta- o against the Japa-
nese, the mysterious manoeuvres of the
German Pacific squadron under Ad-

miral von Sjx'e among the Island of the
South Seas, the raid of the Emden
upun Hrltlsli commerce In the Indian
Ocean, these were rather
than Important from a military stand-
point Now the British battle cruiser
Triumph, which helped shatter the
Ts.ng-ta- o forts on the Yellow Sea laHt
N'lv.mber In with the
Japanese fleet, Is training Its guns on
the inner forts of the the
Orman Pacific squadron litters the
ocean tlnor off tho Falkland Islands
and the German soldiers of Tslng-ta- o

await tho end of the war In their
temple pr.sons In Japan.

What made the warfare in the Far
Kast important was the rare oppor-
tunity chen to Japan not only to re-m-

rjirmany. her most dangerous
i tritm-ni.i- l rival In China, from her
Vj''i '.ut to attain the dominating
1"M-- 11 n the Far East ns well. The
vv. - .if china, the occupation of
tv I: ir .pi in Towers elsewhere and
tt .! - nt. n stcdness of the I'nlted
Stat, s in a problem that seems so re
m
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have been the elements In the
'n that havo given Japan her

to dictate to Ch.na. Together
..ie made possible the present
.ti the Far East and permitted

. t' f .p'o an Issue In which the
"nd of In the

may be decided,
i Mi.ririn- - Doctr.ne for the Far

The striking of such n note
'y to bring a re- -

in America, where tho Monroe
i in. the basis of foreign policy

ere rh.re .s widespread ndmlra- -

.l.ip.m In hep effort to assume
Mii 'i. among tho Powers of

1. Americans would probably
irst to support Japan In the

ii of a Monroe Doctrine for
i East if It were based upon

h Mmlar to those guiding tho
the I'nltitl States in relation

i republics of South and Con-'n.i- i.

:i. I'or In some ways tho
pHsition of Japan is similar to

f tho young republic f "'
s- ites In 1SL'3 when President
sent his famous message to

"UtT-S.- I.

T of Japan has been
mi' -- , t,y Wstern Powers, Just ns

if the United States In tho critical
51 nr. fr .m 1S1," to 1SJ2 was menaced
ii V,i .iHgreMitti. pulley or tho holy

; ' e in the Western
I'1 ' lail.voHtuk, homo of the bear
" north, to tho French port of

coolies handling freight.

Asia for the Asiatics Declared Mean
the End the Open Door

Policy China
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Chinese

Saigon In Indo-Chln- a Japan witnessed
for years the establishment of bases
from which Western Powers might
operate against her. It cost her tho
llfeblood of her people and almost a
bankrupt treasury to dislodge tho
Russian menace.

Tsing-ta- o, which from the Shantung
Promontory commands trade routes
Important to Japan's life, she has at
length wrenched from the German
Empire. And one of the recent de-

mands upon which Japan Is insistent
is that China shall not alienate or
lease to other countries any port, har-
bor or island on the coast of China.
Such a demand seems reasonable. For
as long as China remains as weak as
she is to-d- and as prone to yield
her territory under pressure brought
by other Powers, Japan is Justified In
taking steps which will Insure her
shores from a death blow from tho
mainland, even If It require the coer-
cion of China.

With a view to insuring permanent
peace and safety and the unharrled
development of China and Japan
Japanese could have further paralleled
tho principles of American policy In
the Western Hemisphere by backing
the proposition that no Western Power
shall Intervene In the affairs of China
to change the form of government or
control the will of the people, that no
Western Power shall extend Its terri-
torial holdings by lease or otherwise
in China and that China shall make
no permanent alliances with European
Power. But the emphasis has been
placed by the Japanese upon different
matters.

Tho Japanese programme looks nut
to China's welfare but to Japan's
aggrandizement. The recent projrosals
made to China and still under discus-
sion nt Pekln can only be logically
Interpreted ns an attempt to exclude

European and American Influence In
order thnt Japan may reap commer-
cial privileges, obtain new spheres of
lnlluence on Chinese will, limit tho
Chinese In their governmental func-

tions dictate Chinese govern-
mental policy from Pekln. Acquies-
cence In tho demands would mean n
Jnpanlzlng of China of sinister import
not only to China but to the whole
world.

Tho Japanese method of procedure
In tho presentation of her propositions
til lllf Clllllexe Government liart beell
Interesting inul at stages dramatic.
Tim stopy bus como from Pekln that
during thu first audience which tliu
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Japanese Minister had with President
Yuan Shl-k'- nl on tho matters in dls-pu- to

tho Minister did all tho talking,
while Yuan Shlh-k'a- l, a master In
statecraft, eat with immobile face,
not uttering a word.

Even Pekln, a city long calloused by
International intrigue, was shocked
when Japan's desires were made
known. Then It came to light that
whereas Japan had presented twenty-on- o

demands to China she had made
known only twelve of them to tho
other Powers. Newspaper correspond-
ents ut Pekln are said to have called
upon the Japanese Minister and to
have asked for an explanation, falling
which they made known to the world
the Interesting discrepancy.

The first and most Important of the
Jnpaneso proposals have been agreed
to by China. They Insure the main-
tenance of Japan's position In South
Manchuria by the extension of the
lease of Port Arthur nnd the South
Manchuria, Mukden-Antun- g nnd
K'rln-Changch- railways to ninety-nin- e

years. China also agrees to first
get the consent tf Japan before she
grants new railway concessions In this
district to any third Powen nnd before
she hyiwthecntes the taxes of this
district for any loan. The according of
full extraterritoriality to Japanese Im-

migrants to Manchuria and the grunt-
ing of sweeping privileges to the
Japanese In Kast Mongolia the Chinese
hold out against and the last reports
promise a deadlock and possible break
between the two counties on these
demands.

If Japan is successful she will be-

come the virtual administrator in
these districts, where sho already has
had extensive control. In Shantung
province, In which was the German
territory of Klao-cho- and the Ger-
man port it Tslng-ta- o, Japan insists
that China consent to the transfer of
all the privileges formerly enjoyed by
the German Government and In ad-

dition grant Japan new railroad con-
cessions and open new treaty ports
In this province. Tho result will 1k

the samo sort of control by Japan In
this rich province as In South

Poklcn, another province which has
been a special Held of activity for
tho Japanese, Is slated by them for a
control slmlliar to that which they
havo obtained over South Manchuria
nnd Shantung. brief the other pro-
posals are that, "tho Chinese Govern-
ment shall employ forceful Japanese
ns ndvlsers In political, financial nnd
military affairs," that China and
Japan shall Jointly police "Important"
places In China, that China shall pur-
chase half her nrms nnd ammunition
from Japan or otherwise establish fac-

tories In China which employ Japa-
nese experts and use Japanese ma-

terials, that China shall grant Japan

new concessions for the building of
railroads In tho YnngtHo River region,
further rights in connection with
Hayehplng Mining Company of that
region which will glvo the Japanese
definite control of great Iron mines and
tlio opportunity to Japan for religious
nnd educational propaganda.

This Is the sort of Monroe Doctrine
over which Japan propose to hoist
the emblem of the Rising Sun. It is
ns though tho United States Govern-
ment, Impressed by the desirability of
the South American markets for its
own exclusive use, were to coerco
South American republics Into turn-
ing over their richest resources to her
capitalists and to grant special spheres
of lnlluence from which competitors
would barred. And then having
obtained these privileges, ns If tho
United States Government, to Insure
a permanence of her position, woro to
require the South American republic
to mako United States citizens Cabinet
ofllcers and advisers and to employ
American constabulary to assist In
policing their territory.

If the United States did start upon
such a programme of absorption
Japan's voice would bo loud among
those of the Powers In exclamations
of protest against such an Innovation.
But the arguments that would hold
true In this case can to tho
Far East against the present Japanese
attempt to usurp control by coercion
of the exclusive trade with large sec-
tions of the Chinese population. The
Japanese have advantage of proximity
to Chinese markets, of cheap factory
labor, of nn Oriental's understanding
of Orientals. Her traders have shown
marked ability to hold their own In
open competition. And although
Japan considers China her legitimate
Held of trade and the chief market
for her wares, it would harmful
to Chinese Interests as well as those
of other Powers In China If the prin-
ciple of equality of opportunity In
trade were done away with to servo
the ends of Japanese merchants and
manufacturers.

The Japanese, relying upon n time
honored Ignorance In the United 'States
of anything going on In the Far East.

i

Wharves of Tsing-ta- o harbor.

continue to give assurances that tho
open door will still tho guiding
principle in China. There are different
sentiments expressed, however, by
those well quatlllcd to speak, Ameri-
can merchants In China havo been
watching closely developments In
Japanese spheres of lnlluence.

Itecent malls from China bring the
report of tho annual meeting of tho
Amerlcnn Association of China, made
tip of tho principal Aineriian busi-
ness mem of China. Following Is an
extract from the rrport of the execu-
tive committee of thnt body:

"American cottons formerly held a
premier position In Manchuria.

AMHI.r

JAPAN AND HER "MONROE DOCTRINE" FOR THE FAR EAST
Under Russian occupation every na-

tion stood on an equal footing In 'Man-
churia. Tho samo duties nnd charges
were assessed against all and facilities
for distributing goods and doing busi-
ness were m general satisfactory. Now
it is all changed.

"Under Japanese administration no
chance to advance Its own trade Is
overlooked and to competitors tho
means taken appear to be a departure
from fair trading. In fact they con-

stitute a most serious violation of tho
open door prlnclplo upon which tho
diplomacy of tho United States is
based.

"Japaneso competition takes the
form of a system of rebates not only
In freight nnd steamer rates but In

remission of duties and charges which
arc assessed against all other nations,
in addition to this many forms of
petty nnnoynnce have been worked
out for th trader and
the imitation of established trade-
marks Is common.

"Now that the Japanese are In Shan-
tung, not with tho mere footholds that
the Germans held In Tslng-ta- o, but
with an apparent determination to
domlnato the province, the same tac-
tics may be expected, since it would
be exactly in line with the course pur- -

In Corea nnd Manchuria, the open
Dalny on the northern promontory
and Tslng-ta- o on the southern Japan
has secured a potential control of tho
trade of North China from the Rus-
sian frontier to the Yangtse River,
upon whose valley her traders havo
long cast covetous eyes. In this con-

nection It will become apparent that
not only ourselves but other nationali-
ties face a loss of trade.

"The policy the United States
Government In discouraging the In-

vestment of American capital In Chi-

nese railways and In loans to the re-

public has been detrimental to our
merchants, but ns the Administration
gains u clearer view of the situation
In China and begins to recognize the
things that must be done If tho
Slates is to share In this vast trade
area, there are possibilities i f sum"

luiKlitlcnllons of this policy, which Is
believed to have been put forth with-
out sullliicnt investigation and, at
that, on sentimental grounds. This
association should use every means In
Its power to awaken the Government
In Washington to tho necessity for a
more vigorous policy in China to se-

cure for us and to hold open when
secured ns liberal advantages for tho
extension of trade ns nro now enjoyed
by tho other nationalities,"

Tho American merchant in China
has not been alone In voicing his
fears for the future based upon de-

velopments of tho past. The same
Ideas as quoted nhovo were vigor- -

Chinese junks in Tsing-ta- o harbor.

Capture of Tsing-ta- o Called a Big
Step in Nippon's Scheme

of Aggrandizement
ously expressed by tho Shanghai
branch of the Asiatic Association, an
Important British organization, last
summer. Tho late W. W. Rockhlll,
former United States Minister to
China and a close student of Far
Eastern affairs, shortly before his
death last autumn added his word to
tho chorus protesting against tho clos-
ing of tho door of opportunity to China.

It was In 1899, at a time when polit-
ical Intrigue at Pekln was at its height
and tho race for spheres of influence,
strategic bases and railway conces-
sions was going on right merrily, that
Secretary of State Hay put forward
the policy of tho open door. The ac-
ceptance by the Powers of Secretary
Hay's proposals stemmed the tide of
encroachment upon China's resources
which threatened to dismember tho
Celestial Empire. And Secretary Hay's
success has been ranked as one of
tho most brilliant achievements of
American diplomacy.

It made tho United States special
sued With 'uponsor of door and seemed

of

United

to point to an era of development In
China in which equality of treatment
for the commerce of all nations was to
be recognized In the various spheres
of Influence nnd throughout China.
And aside from Its commercial as-
pects, the principle. In the opinion of
Secretary Hay and others, stood for
permanent peace and safety for China
and tho preservation of the territorial
Integrity of China. The open door
and Chinese territorial Integrity havo
gone hand In hand as the cardinal
points In our Far Eastern policy.

Until the outbreak of the Russo-Japane- se

war this policy was upheld
by able statesmanship. During the
war Japan in strong terms placed her-se- lf

on record ns a defender of the
open door when she renewed her al-

liance with Great ltrit.ii'- - nno f the
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objects of that alli.mcu is "the preser-
vation of tho common Interests of all
the i'owers by Insuring the Independ-
ence anil Integrity of tho Chinese Um-
pire and t'ho principle of equal oppor-
tunity for the commerce of all nations
In China."

In 190" Japan made a similar pledge
to Franco and In 190S to the United
States Government. Ry these agree-
ments Japan assumed the place of tho
United Flutes ns the special guardian
of tho principle of the open door In
China. How well she has assumed the
responsibilities has been shown.

In the meant I mo the I'nlted States
has lost prestige and lnlluence In

9

China. Business Interests have made
progress In spite of rather than be-
cause of the Stato Department. And
China, while appreciating a tradi-
tional friendship that has always
existed between the two countries, has
become accustomed to seeing Ameri-
can friendship for her expressed by
the setting aside of days of prayer for
tho republic and by words of advice
from visiting Americans. In the big
Issues economic, financial nnd politi-
cal which arise In Pekln, where ques-
tions vital to her national life are at
stake, she has learned of recent years
to turn elsewhere. But In the present
crisis she has nowhere else to turn
for support than to the United States.

Much of the discussion of se

relations Is colored on
one hand by Jingoism and on the other
by a soft sentimentality. Readers of
the charming works of Uifcadlo Hearn
nnd visitors to the Island of Nippon
are apt to be hypnotized by a land-
scape that Is fairyland and a people
that are clever and courteous. On the
other hand the "yellow peril" aspect
of Japan's rise to power gts a liberal
publicity.

Sooner or later we must come to a
recognition of the fact that the United
States has not a "yellow peril" to deal
with, but a civilized, powerful, ambi-
tious, hard headed Asiatic nation that
Intend., to take advantage of every op-
portunity In the future as she has in
the past to advance her military and
economic ;osltlon in the Far East at
the expense of any competitor that
she can dislodge.

Many Americans have become
with the Idea that war with

Japan Is Inevitable and that the United
States in the event of war would bo
thrashed. Any obstruction that the
American Government puts In the way
of Japanese ambition, they say. leads
us nearer the brink. Let us, there-for- e,

make haste to scuttle the Philip-
pines before they get us Into trouble,
lr.iw out of Asm and stay at home
where we belong, they urge. Japan
Is the great American bogy.

If by any chance such a war wero
forced upon the United States It would
be largely a financial nnd commercial
war. The Japanese are at present
taxed to the limit. Last year owing to
the state of her finances Japan began
material retrenchment In her naval
programme. A half of the trade of
Japan Is with the United States and
the destruction of that by this slmplo
dosing of United States markets
would be a fatal blow.

The Panama Canal has made pn..
slble the gathering of the entire I'nlted
States navy for the protection of the
Pacific coast against the Japanese fleet
after It had passed I 'earl Harbor on
Its S.000 mile voyage to attack the
Pacific coast. And after Japan had
taken the Philippine Islands the war
would settle Into a long distance con-
test In which Japan would have little
hope against the tremendous resource
that the I'nlted States could bring tu
bear in form of ships.

The most Interesting development of
such a war would be the attitude of
Japan's present ally, Great Britain.
( oirimon sentiment In Australia,

Canada and the Malay Straits
Is as as it Is In San
Frnclsco. Before the present war be-
gan there was a feeling among Brit-Ishe- rs

In China that the alliance with
Japan had outl.ved its usefulness, and
much criticism was privately ex-
pressed when Japan was brought Into
the present conlllct.

In view of this sentiment it i

that Great Britain would
wage common war on tho United
S'ates with Japan. It Is only reason-n- b

e to suppose that she would take
measures which would either prevent
Japan's Initiating such a conlllct or
dissolve the alliance. Great Britain
and the I'nlted States have stood for
s.milar policies In China. Tip y will
both suffer from the success of Japan's
piogramme.

The statesmen ot Japan have been
astute in the past and have made few
mistakes. There is evi ry reason to
bellevo that war with the United States
does not enter their m.nds certainly
nut at this stage of Japan's develop
ment.

There Is basis for real frlondshlf
between tho United States and Japan
Rut that friendship does not depend
upon n Hood of perorations hcglnnlni.
with the time honored mention o!
Commodore Perry's visit to Yokohama
harlHir nor upon giving Japan a fre.
hand to get a strangle hold upoi
China. Vigorous support of the pr.n
clplo of tho open door at this crlsb
In the Far East would not underinln-th-

amicable relations of the Unite.
States and Japan. It would lay tip
foundation for a much more cettali
friendship in the future.


